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alarm" the encroachments of the Federal Gov-
ernment upon the sphere of action marked out for
the States.

Partly because of constitutional objections, part-
ly because of fear of Federal supervision of the
administration of the measure, a majority of the
Southern representatives opposed the Blair Bill,
which might have hastened the progress of their
section. This measure, now almost forgotten, was
much discussed between 1882 and 1890 when it was
finally shelved. It provided for national aid to
education out of the surplus revenues of the Fed-
eral Government, the distribution to be made in
proportion to illiteracy. Though the South would
have received a large share of this money, which it
sorely needed for education, the experience of the
South with Federal supervision had not been pleas-
ant, and many feared that the measure might re-
sult in another Freedmen's Bureau,1 Not all
Southerners, however, were opposed to the project.
Dr. J. L. M. Curry, agent of the Peabody Fund,
did valiant service for the bill, and some mem-
bers of Congress were strong advocates of the
measure. Today we see a measure for national

1 See The Sequel of Appomattox, by Walter Lynwood Fleming (m
The Chronicles of Am&rica).